National Ecumenical Youth Assembly 2010 

Friendship as a New and Inclusive Paradigm of Relation in Ecumenism 
2010 could not have begun any better for youth than by attending the National Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Kolkata. Seven hundred young people from diverse Christian denominations and religious traditions from different parts of India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Australia and Ecumenical Organizations were convened by the Commission on Youth of the National Council of Churches in India (NCCI). 

The youth assembly was also an occasion to commemorate the centenary of World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh 1910 by identifying new and creative perspectives in the direction of ecumenical mission in the 21st century.

The youth assembly began with the inaugural worship was led by Dr. Joseph Prabhakar and the team of young enthusiastic volunteers. All the delegates and guests were welcomed by Mr. Suman Biswas the Chairperson of Commission on Youth and also the local hosting committee coordinator of the NEYA to the city of Kolkata. Mr. Angelios Michael, Vice-President of NCCI in his Greetings reminded the participants that the theme ‘Come, Let’s Be Friends’ is a quite relevant theme in the present context of hostility and violence. 
In the introductory address briefing the main purpose of organizing this National Ecumenical Youth Assembly, Fr. Vineeth Koshy, Secretary of Commission on Youth of NCCI, pointed out that this gathering is to rejuvenate and revitalize the youth participation in Church and in Ecumenical Movement. Speaking on the theme he observed that Friendship is a new and inclusive paradigm of relation in ecumenism. 
President of NCCI, Bishop Taranath Sagar, in his address brought greetings on behalf of the thirteen million Orthodox and Protestant Christians. The two fold purpose of this event he stated was - bringing an awareness of ecumenism and fostering unity to transform the world.  A welcome dance by Ms. Urmi and group enthralled the audience as they danced to Tagore’s ‘Aguner Poroshmoni’ in a contemporary style.   

Dr. Mathews George Chunakkara, Director of Commission of International Affairs, World Council of Churches, gave the Keynote address on the inaugural day. In his message, he pointed how ecumenism is being greatly affected by lack of youth leadership and strength which he said is pushing the world to chaos. He stated that today the ecumenical movement all over had deteriorated and an event such as NEYA was a step towards its revival. Dr. Chunakkara reminded the youths of Christ’s crucifixion which he found to an ultimate example of love and friendship. 
In the afternoon session Mr. Suman Biswas lead the ice-breaking session. Followed by dinner there was concert performed by Mr. Vijay Benedict and his son, Mr. Ruel which brought vibrant and energetic turn of events at the assembly.

The second day commenced with a heartwarming musical worship led by the youth on friendship with God. The NCCI centenary celebrations were launched in the ecumenical youth assembly; Rev. Asir Ebenezer the officiating General Secretary welcomed the President, Office bearers, Executive Secretaries of NCCI and Youth to the centenary celebration launch. Rev. Basaiawmoit introduced the theme of NCCI centenary – “Towards integral mission and grass root ecumenism” to all the participants.
Bishop Taranath Sagar released the official emblem of centenary by offering a prayer and shared the fact that NCCI is the oldest and largest National Council of Churches in Asia. Dr. Mathews George brought greetings and felicitated NCCI for its progress. Dr. Mar Atsongchanger introduced the centenary stationery.  The Presbyterian Church of India performed a theme song and the closing prayer invocated in a worship hymn by Angelios Michael.
Mr. Sudipto Singh former Youth Secretary of NCCI and Dr. Evangeline Rajkumar, Professor from United Theological College led the sessions and Rev. Vinod Victor conducted Bible Study focusing on the subtheme ‘Friendship with God’. In the afternoon the youth participants were attending various workshops and in the evening participants gave talent show to the whole gathering. 

The theme for the third day and worship was ‘Friendship with Nature’. Based on the theme for the day, the Bible study was led by Rev. Arpana Rangayya, CNI ordained minister and session by Mrs. Shiluinla Jamir, currently a graduate at the Yale University, Ms. Meenakshi Arora from India Water Portal. 
Rt. Rev. Ashoke Biswas, Bishop of Calcutta, flagged off the Friendship Rally in the afternoon with a word of prayer.  Shouting slogans of peace, justice, friendship youth paraded a distance of more than 5 kms to culminate at the St. Paul's Cathedral grounds.  In the afternoon the participants attended various workshops led by eminent personalities. In the night youth were treated with a special performance by the famous singer Mrs. Usha Uthup. 
The order of worship was in tandem with the day’s theme Friendship with Humanity. Rev. Philip Peacock, Professor at Bishop’s College conducted the Bible study and sessions were lead by Rev. Packiaraj Ahirwatham and Ms. Monideepa Banerjee an eminent journalist with New Delhi Television. 
On the final day all the delegates participated in the Sunday worship in the St. Pauls Cathedral. The worship was led by Rev. Argho Biswas and the main preacher was Rev. Asir Ebenezer.  During the liturgy the congregation also observed the NCCI Sunday, Dr. Mar Atsongchanger introduced the congregation of Kolkata briefly about the NCCI and Dr. Solomon Rongpi spoke about the importance of NCCI Sunday. 

NEYA 2010 concluded with an exquisite valedictory session after the Sunday worship in St. Thomas School. Mr. Suresh Koshy, Treasurer of NCCI offered the opening prayer. Mr. Suman Biswas, Chairperson Commission on Youth in summing up expressed his desire to hold another youth assembly very soon. Mr. Michael Vice-President of NCCI exhorted the delegates to continue to up hold Commission on youth.  Rev. Asir Ebenezer General Secretary felicitated Mr. Suman Biswas, Rev. Argho Biswas and all the volunteers of youth assembly for their hard work and dedication.  
Later on participants presented their evaluation of the youth assembly. Rev. Raj Bharath Patta led the youth to take a pledge of friendship as a sign of their commitment to work towards building friendship with humanity, nature and creator. Fr. Vineeth Koshy, Secretary Commission on Youth offered the final vote of thanks to all the individuals who had contributed in small or big way to make the youth assembly fruitful and meaningful. Mr. Christopher offered the final prayer and Dr. Chungyi gave the benediction to the gathering. Thus youth left Kolkata with a new vision of befriending with nature, humanity and creator in all walks of their life. 
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